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Minutes of the 109th Plenary Meeting of the Company Law Review Group 

 

Present 

Paul Egan SC (Chair) Prof Deirdre Ahern (TCD) 

Barry Conway (William Fry) Alan Carey (Revenue) 

Margaret Cullen (IoD) Richard Curran (Byrne Wallace Shields) 

Emma Doherty (Matheson LLP) Deborah Dignam (DETE) 

Ian Drennan (CEA) James Finn (Courts Service) 

Prof Irene Lynch Fannon (UCC) Helena Keleher (DETE) 

Neil Keenan (Law Society) Eamonn Kennedy (IBEC) 

Tanya Holly (DETE) Kathryn Maybury (SFA) 

Gillian Leeson (Euronext) Susan Monaghan (IAASA) 

Dr David McFadden (CRO) Dan O’Neill (CLRG Secretariat) 

Salvador Nash (KPMG) Eadaoin Rock (Central Bank) 

Gillian O’Shaughnessy (Byrne Wallace Shields) Paul Thompson (CLRG Secretary) 

Cathy Smith SC (Bar Council)  

Apologies 

Bernice Evoy (BPFI) Ann Fitzpatrick (AGO) 

Michael Halpenny (ICTU) David Hegarty (CEA) 

Neil McDonnell (ISME) Niamh Ryan (Simmons & Simmons) 

Maureen O’Sullivan (CRO) Kevin Prendergast (IAASA) 

Doug Smith (Addleshaw Goddard)  Tracey Sullivan (Grant Thornton) 

 Date: Tuesday 23rd September 2025 

Time: 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Venue: Radisson Blu Hotel, Golden Lane, Dublin 8 
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1. Welcome from the Chair 

The Chair opened the meeting, welcoming those attending the meeting and noting apologies.   

 

2. Declarations of Interest and Minutes of the 108th Review Group meeting (for approval)   

There were no declarations of interest. The minutes of the 108th Plenary were approved. 

 

3. Presentation on the Small, Medium Enterprise (SME) Test (Patrick Sinnott DETE Small 

Business Unit) 

Mr Sinnott provided an overview of the SME Test, the purpose of which is to ensure  

policymakers consider the impact of any new legislation or regulation which may create a burden 

on SMEs.  

 

4. Draft Report on the Disclosure of Director’s Residential Addresses (for approval) (Paul 

Egan)  

Salvador Nash, Chair of the Corporate Governance Committee outlined the deliberations of the 

committee on the Report on the Disclosure of Director’s Residential Addresses. The content of 

the Report was discussed and a number of minor amendments proposed and agreed. The Report 

was approved in principle by the CLRG, subject to these minor amendments. The Report was 

subsequently submitted to the Minister on 14th October 2025. 

 

5. Updates on EU and Irish company law legislation 

Ms Helena Keleher updated the group on legislative developments in respect of company law in 

the Department, following the publication of the  Government Autumn Legislative Programme on 

17th September 2025. This included updates on: 

• Co-operative Societies Bill 

• Miscellaneous Provisions (Registration of Limited Partnerships and Business Names) Bill 

• Proposal for a Directive harmonising certain aspects of insolvency law (INSOL III) 

• Omnibus proposal on Sustainability – CSRD and CSDDD 

• Proposal for a Directive on European Cross Border Associations and 

• Expected Proposal on a 28th regime for company law 

 

6. Reports from and Plans for Sub-Committees and Working Groups 

6.1. Corporate Insolvency Sub-committee (Chair: Prof. Irene Lynch-Fannon) 

• Professor Lynch Fannon summarised the current committee position on the examination 

of the terms and scope of section 1417 of the Companies Act 2014 pertaining to the 

https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/b6d09237/Government_Legislation_Programme_Autumn_2025.pdf
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recognition of winding up orders made in the U.K. This followed a meeting on 7th July. 

The Committee was awaiting response on some queries The committee will meet again 

on November 11th.  

6.2. Corporate Governance Sub-committee (Chair: Salvador Nash) 

• Mr Nash updated the Group on the work of the Corporate Governance Committee and 

noted the Chair was keen to progress work on the review of sections 224 – 233 of the 

Companies Act 2014 (as amended) for any potential anomalies in the duties directors 

owe to the company. 

6.3. Corporate Enforcement Sub-committee (Chair: Ian Drennan) 

• Mr Drennan updated the CLRG on the Enforcement Committee meeting of 11th 

September 2025. He outlined the issues concerning the consideration of court appointed 

inspectors by third parties under the Companies Act in s.747 and thanked Ms Dignam for 

her Briefing Note. The Secretariat will commission a Legal Researcher to undertake 

research on this topic. 

 

7. Matters arising from practice 

7.1 Companies Registration Office  

• In the absence of Maureen O’Sullivan, Dr David McFadden (CRO) provided an update on 

issues arising in practice such as document processing and new companies, the Registrar 

of Beneficial Owners compliance rate, enforcement and strike offs and annual returns. If 

the current trend continues (10% increase year on year) there will be a record number of 

incorporations in 2025.  

7.2 Corporate Enforcement Authority 

• Mr Drennan provided an update on issues arising from practice, with a particular focus 

on SCARP, for which the CEA has analysed the relevant statistics. 

 

8. Update on Employment Law Review Group (ELRG) (Cathy Smith SC) 

Ms Smith outlined the three main areas of consideration for the ELRG in its current Work 

programme approved by the Minister: 

• determination of employment status 

• review of Unfair Dismissals Acts 1977-2015 

• review of notice periods in the Minimum Notice and Terms of Employments Act 1973 

 

9. A.O.B. – Dr David McFadden thanked Professor Lynch Fannon for her assistance on a recent 

query.  

  

10. Date of next meeting – The next Plenary meeting was scheduled for 25th November.   
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